FeEDERAL Firearms Laws

TiTLe | oF THE Gun CoNTROL ACT OF 1968

As Amended By:

Public Law No. 99-308, 100 Stat. 449, Approved May 19, 1986;
Public Law No. 99-360, 100 Stat. 766, Approved July 8, 1986;

Public Law No. 99-408, 100 Stat. 920, Approved August 28, 1986;

and,
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Publlc Law No. 99-570, 100 Stat. 3207, Approved October 27, 19886.

[References to the internal Revenue Code of 1954 within this Act or amendm

Public Law 99-514, 100 Stat. 2085, Qctober 22, 1986.)]

Public Law 80-818

AN ACT To amend fitle 18, United States Code, to provide
for better conirol of ihe intarsiale traific in firearma,

8¢ it enacted by (he Sensie and House of

Representatives of the United Siates of America in
Congress assembled, That \his Act may be ¢itod as |he
"Qun Control Act of 968",

TITLE |—STATE
FIREARMS CONTROL
ASSISTANCE

PURPOSE

Sec. 101, The Congress hereby declares
that the purpose of this tille is to provide
support to Federal, State, and local law
enforcament officials in their fight against
crime and violence, and it is nat the purposs
of this title to place any undue or unnecessary
Faderal restrictions or burdens on law-abiding
citizens with respect to the acquisition, pos-
sassion, or use of firearms appropriate to the
purpose of hunling, trapshooling, target
shooting, personal protection, or any other
lawiul activity, and thal this title is not intend-
ed to discourage or eliminate the private
ownership or use of firearms by law-abiding
citizens for lawful purposes, or provide for the
imposition by Federal regulations of any pro-
cedures or requirements other than those
reasonably necessary to implement and el-
fectuate the provisions of this title.
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Public Law 99-308

An Act to amend chapter 44 {retating to frearms) of tile 18,
United States Code, and for other purposes,

e 1t onwcted by the Senata and House of Aepresentstives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE AND
CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS.

{#} SHorT TiTLE.- This Act may be cited
as the "'Firearms Ownara’ Protection Act’'.

L . » .

CHAPTER 44—FIREARMS

Sec.
921.
922,
923.
924.

Oefinilions.

Unlawliul acts.

Licensing.

Ponalties.

925. Exceptions: Relief from disabilities.
926. Rules and regulations.

926A. Interstate transportalion ol firearms.
927. Elfect on Stale law.

928. Separability clause.

829. Use of restricted ammunition.

§ 521, Definitions

(a) As used in this chapter—

(1) The term ''person” and the term
"whoever" include any individual, corpora-
tion, company, association, firm, partnership,
socisty, or joint stock company,

(2) The term 'interstate or foreign
commerce’’ inciudes commerce between
any place in a State and any place outside of
that State, or within any possession of the
United States (not including the Canal Zone)
or the District of Columbia, but such term
does not include commerce between places
within the same State but through any place
outside of that Siate. The term ''State’
includes the District of Columbia, the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, and the posses-
sions of the United States (not including the
Canal Zons).

(3) The term 'firearm' means

(A) any weapon (including a starler
gun) which will or is designed to or may
readily be converted to expe!l a projectile
by the action of an explosive;

(B) the frame or receiver of any such
weapon;

(C) any firearm muffier or firearm si-
lencer; or

(D} any destiuclive device. Such lerm
does not include an antique firearm.

(4)sTheler destructive” devicd"
sans—

M(A) any explosive, incendiary, of poi-
son _gas—

-The_term ‘'destructlve device' shal

ents therato refer to the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, {Sec 2,

{l) bomb,
(i grenade.

(1) _rocket having a propellant!
charge of more than four ounces,}

{lv) missile having an explosive or
incendiary charge of more than ons-
Quarter ounce,

{v) mine, or
{vi} device similar to any of the

davices described in the preceding
clauses;

{B) any type of weapon (other than a
shotgun or a shotgun shell which the
Secretary finds is generally recognized as
particularly suitable for sporting purposes)
by whatever name known which will, or
which rmay be readily converted o, expel
a projectile by the action of an explosive
or other propeliant, and which has any
barrel with a bore of more than one-half
inch in diameter; and

(C} any combination of parts either
designed or intended for use in converting
any device into any destructive device
dascribed in subparagraph {A) or (B) and
from which a destructive device may be
readily assembled.

include any davice which is neither designed

nor_redesigned for use as a weapon, any

device, although originally designed for use
as a weapon, which is redesigned for use as
a signafing, pyrotechnic, line throwing, safety,
or similar device; surpius ordnance sold,
loaned, or given by the Sacretary of the Army
pursuant to the provisions of section 4684(2),
4685, or 4686 of title 10; or any other device
which the Secratary of the Treasury finds is
not kkely to be used as a weapon, is an
antique, or is a rifte which the owner intends
to use solely for sporting, recreational or
cultural purposes.

{5) The term "shotgun'' means a weap-
on designed or redesigned, made or remade,
and intended 10 be fired from the ghoulder
and designad or redesigned and made or
remade 10 use the energy of the explosive in
a fixed shotgun sheli to fire through a smooth
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(n) SHORT TITLE. {Seen immediately following text
of 1948 Congresstonsl PURPOSE within chapter
&4 of titte 18, US.C).

(b} CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS.—The Congress
fuwds that—
{1) the rights of citizens-

{A) 10 keep and besr arms under the sec-
ond smendmaent to the United States
Consititution;

{B) 1o security agsinst llegei 2nd unTsALeN-
sbie sesrches and ssizurss under the
fourth amendment;

(C) mgsinel uncompensated taking of prop-
arty, double jsopardy, snd assurancs of
due process of iaw undec the fifth
smandment; snd

{D) sgainst unconatitulionsi sxercies of sl
thority under the ninth mnd tenth
smendimsnts;

require additionai legisiation to correct ex-

isting frearms statutes and encorcement

poiicies; and
(2) sdditionst legisiation is required to reatlim

the intent of the Cangress, as expressed in
section 101 of the Gun Control Act of 1988,
that i Is not the purpose of this litie to
place any undue OF UNTECESERTY Federel
restrictions or burdens on law-sbiding cith
2ens with respect to the acquisition, posses-
sion, ov use of firesrms appropriate to the
purpose of hunting, trapshooting, targst
shooting, personat prolection or any oiher
tawful sctivity, and that this ttie Is nol
intended to discourage of siiminate the prk
vate ownership of use of firearms by lner-
abiding citizens for lawhd purposes.”.

SEC. 109, AMENDMENT OF THE MATIONAL FiRE-

ARMS ACT,

{s) Machinegun definition in § 6845(b} of the Nstlonal
Firearms Act {28 U.S.C. § 5845(b)] is amended;
nd

(b) CONFOAMING AMENDMENT-—Cross refersnce:
§ 5845(eX7) of ihe Nationai Flresrms Act [28

U.S.C. § 5845(a)(7}] refers back 1o § 921 of title 18,

1.8.C. to smend deflnitlon of "'silsncer.”)
SEC. t10. EFFECTIVE DATE.
(8} [N GENERAL—The amandmenta made by this Act
{amending #§ 921, 922, 923, 924, ¥26, and 929 at
18 .8.C., and § 5845 of 26 U.S.C; and, repesiing
Titie Vi 0f the Omnibus Crime Controt and Safe
Qtraste Act of 1088, §§ 1201-1203 of 18 usc,
Appandiz} shail become eifactive 180 days alter
the dale of the enactmaent of this Act, Upon thelr
pecoming effective, the Becrelary shail publish
and provide to el ficensess a complistion of the
State laws and puliished ordinances of which
licensess ars presumed to have knowledge pur-
suant to chapter 44 of title 18, United Sistes
Code, 99 smended by this Act, All smendments to
such State laws and pubdiished ordinances sa
coniained In the aforementionsd complistion
shait be publtahed In the Federal Register, re-
vised annusily, and furnished to each person
llcensed under chapler 44 of title 18, United
Stsiws Code, 38 amended by this Act
PENDING ACTIONS, PETITIONS, ARD APPEL-
LATE PROCEEDINGS—The smendments mads
by sections 103{8K8), 105, s 107 of this Act
[see §8 $THIN4)Y, 925(c), (d), md D28A, respective-
Iy] shait be appilcabis to any ection, patition, of
appetiats procesding peanding on the date of ihe
snactment of this Act.
MACRINEGUN PROHIBITION~-8aciion 102(9)
[ese § 922(0}] shali take sifect on (he dete of the
enactmsnt of ihis Act,

. . * .

()

—

(e

PUBLIC LAW 89-380, APPROVED JULY 8, 1986;

BEC. Z. Thia Act snd the smendments [lo §f °23{c)
and 928A) mads by this Acl Intended to smend the
Firesrmu Ownere’ Protection Act [Public Law 99-308],
shali becoms etlective on the datls on which the
section thay are intended to amend in such Firearms
Owners' Protection Act becomes siisctive and shail
apply to the amsndments to title 18, United States
Code, made by such Act

- * . "

Feperal FIREARMS LAws

THE NATIONAL FIREARMS ACT

As AMENDED By:

PUBLIC LAW 99408, APPROVED AUGUST 24, 1988:

SEC. 9. The amendments made by this Act [to §§ 921,
922, $23(w), {k), snd 929) shai!l take effect on the date
of the snactment of this Act, axcept that sections 3
[aee § 923{8N1KA)], 4 [s00 § 92XaK1HC)], and § (see §
923aN2HA), (B)] shalt take effwct on the first day of
the first catendar month which bagins more than 90
days sitsr snactment of this Acl

BEC. 10. For purposas of section 021{aX17)D) of ttle
18, United Siates Code, a8 added by the first section
af this Act, “handgun' mesns sny firesrm lnchuding 2
pistol or ravolver designed to be fired by the use of a
singie hend. The term also incikudes any combinstion
of parts from which & handgun can be sasembied.

* » * -

PUBLIC LAW 99-514, APPAOVED OCTODBER 22, 1988

SEC. 2 INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF 1988,

(a) AEDESIGNATION OF 1964 COOE.~The Intemei
Revenus Titie enacted August 16, 1954, a9 here-
tofcre, hersby, or heresfter emended, may be
cited as the "'internal Revernse Code of 19867,

{b) REFERENCES IN LAWS, ETC,—Except when in-
appropriate, any reference in any law, Executtve
order, or other document—

(1} to the internal Revenue Cods of 1954 shal
include a reference fo the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986, and

{2) 1o the Internsi Revanus Code of 1986 shelt
Inciude s refersnce 10 the provisions of law
tormerty known se the [nternal Revenue
Code of 19564,

« - » a

PUBLIC LAW 99-570, APPROVED OCTOBER 27, 1988:

ANTI-DRUG ABUSE ACT OF 1988 [chapter 13 of title
21, \United Siates Code):

SUBTITLE —Armad Career Criminais

GEC. 1401, SHORT TITLE. This sublitta may be clied
as the ''Caresr Criminais Amendment Act of 1944",
SEC. 1402, EXPANSION OF PREDICATE OFFENSES
FOR ARMED CAREER CRIMINAL PENALTIES.
{Amended §§ 924{e) 1) and 924{eKZNA} (B}

Public Law No. 99-308, 100 Stat. 449, Approved May 19, 1986.

and

Public Law No. 99-100-203, 101 Stat. 1330, Approved December 22, 1987.

{[Reterances to the internal Revenue Code of 1954 within this Act or amendments thereto refer to the internal Revenus Coda of 1886. (§2, Public
Law 086-514, 100 Stat. 2085, October 22, 1986)]

TITLE 1I—MACHINE GUNS,
DESTRUCTIVE DEVICES,
'AND CERTAIN OTHER

FIREARMS

Sec. 201, Chagter 53 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1854
s amended 10 read as lollows:

"CHAPTER 53—MACHINE GUNS,
DESTRUCTIVE DEVICES, AND CERTAIN
OTHER FIREARMS

“Subchapter A, Taxes.
“Subchapter B, Genersl provisions and exemplions.

“Subchapter C. Prohibited acts.
“Subchapier O. Penaities and forfeitures,

12

"Subchapter A—Taxes

“Part). Speciat {occupational) laxes.
“Par lt, Tax on Uransleming frearms.
“Partiil. Tax on making lrearms.

“PART I—SPECIAL (OCCUPATIONAL)
TAXES

“Sec. 801, Tax

"Sac. 5802, Regiavaton ol imporlers, manufacturers,
and dealers.

"SEC. 5801. TAX.

"(8) GenenaL RuLe—On first engaging
in businass and therealter on or before July 1
of each year, every importer, manufacturer,
and dealer in firearms shall pay a special

(occupational) tax for each place of business
at the following rates:

(1) Importers and manufacturers:
$1,000 a year or fraction thereof;

"(2) Dealers: $500 a year or fraction
thereof.

"{b) ReouceD RATES OF TAX FOR SMALL
IMPORTERS AND MANUFACTURERS.—

"(1) 14 GeneraL.—Paragraph (1) of
subsaction {a) shall be applied by subst-
tuting '$500" for '$1,000° with respect to
any taxpayer the gross recsipts of which
{for the most recent taxable year ending
belore the 1st day of the taxable period to
which the tax imposed by subsection (a}
relates) are less than $500,000.



manner as may by regulations be prescribed
and such notification shall effect the registra-
tion of the firearm required by this section.
Each importer, maker, and transferor of a
firearm shall, prior to importing, making, or
transferring a firearm, obtain authorizalion in
such manner as required by this chapter or
regulations issued thereunder to import,
make, or transfer tha firearm, and such autho-
rization shali effect the regisiration of the
firearm required by this section.

"(d) FIREARMS REGISTERED ON EFFECTIVE
DaTE OF Tuis AcT.—A person shown as
possessing a firearm by the records main-
tained by the Secretary or his delegate pursu-
ant to the National Firearms Act in force on
the day immediately prior to the effective date
of the National Firearms Act of 1968 shall be
considered to have registered under this
section the firearms in his possession which
are disciosed by that record as being in his
pogsession.

""(#) PROOF OF REQISTRATION.—A pergon
possessing a firearm registered as required
by this saction shall retain proof of registra-
tion which shail be made available to the
Secretary or his delegale upon requsst.

“SEC, 5842. IDENTIFICATION OF FIRE-
ARMS.

(a) IDENTIFICATION OF FiREARMS OTHER
THan DesTRucTIVE DEvicEs.~~Each manufac-
turer and importer and anyone making a
firsarm shall identify each firearm, other than
a destructive davice, manufactured, imported,
or made by a serial number which may not be
readily removed, obliterated, or altered, the
name of the manufacturer, importer, or mak-
ar, and such other identification as the Secre-
tary or his delegate may by regulations pre-
scribe.

"(b) FIREARMS WITHOUT SERIAL NUM-
BER.—ANy perscn who possesses a firearm,
other than a destructive device, which does
not bear the serial number and other informa-
tion required by subsection (a) of this section
shall identify the firearm with a serial number
assigned by the Secretary or his delegate and
any other information the Secretary or his
delegate may by regulations prescribe.

*(c) lDENTIFICATION OF DesTRUCTIVE De-
vice.—Any firearm classified as a destructive
device shall be identified in such manner as
the Secretary or his delegate may by regula-
tions prescribe.

"SEC. 5843, RECORDS AND RETURNS.

"importers, manufacturers, and dealers
shall keep such records of, and render such
returns in relation to, tha importation, manu-
facture, making, receipt, and sale, or other
disposition, of firearms as the Secretary or his
delegate may by regulations prescribe.

"SEC. 5844. IMPORTATION.

"No firearm shalil be imported or brought
into the United States or any lerritory under
its control or jurisdiction uniess the importer
eslablishes, under regulations as may be
prascribed by the Secretary or his deiegate,
that the firearm to be imported or brought in
i
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(1) being imported or brought in for the
use of the Uniled States or any depariment,
independent establishment, or agency there-
ol or any Siate or possession of any political
subdwision thereol; or

*(2) being imported or brought in for
scientific or research purposes; of

*(3) being imported or brought in solely
for testing or use as a model by a registered
manufacturer or solely for use as a sample by
a registered importer or registered dealer;

except that, the Secrelary or his deiegate
may permit the conditional importation or
bringing in of a firearrn for examination and
tasting in connection with classifying the fire-
arm.

“SEC. 5845. DEFINITIONS. *
“For the purpose of this chapter—
*'(a) Firearm.—Ths term 'firearm’ means

“{1) a sholgun having a barrel or barrels
of jess than 18 Inches In lenglh;

"(2) a weapon made from a sholgun If
such weapon as moditied has an overall
fength of less than 26 inches or a barrst or
barrels of less than 18 inches in length

"'(3) a rifle having a barrel or barrals of
less than 16 inches in length;

"(4) a weapon made from a rifle il such
weapon as modified has an overall langth of
less than 26 inches or a barrel or barrels of
tess than 16 inches in length.

"(5) any other weapon, as defined in
subsection (e}

“{6) a machinegun;

"(7) any silencer (as defined in section
921 of title 18, United States Code), and

“(8) a destructive device.

The term 'firearm' shall not include an
antique firearm or any device (other than a
machinegun or deslructive device) which,
although designed as a weapon, the Secre-
tary or his delegate finds by reason of the
date of its manufacture, value, design, and
other characteristics is primarily a collector's
itarmn and is not likely to be usad as a weapon.

"{b) MAcHINEGUN.—The term 'machine-
gun' means any weapon which shoots, is
designed to shoot, or can be readily restared
to shoot, aulomalically more than one shot,
without manual reloading, by a single function
of tha trigger. The term shall also include the
frame or receiver of any such weapon, any
part designed and intended solely and exclu-
sively, or combination of parts designed and
intended, for use in converting a weapon into
a machinegun, and any combination of parts
trom which a machinegun can be assembied
if such parts are in the possession of under
the controfl of a person,

""(¢) RirLe.—~The term ‘rifle’ means a
weapon designed or redesigned, made or
remade, and Intended to be fired from the
shouider and designed or redesigned and
made or remade to use the energy of the
explosive in a fixed cartridge to fire only a
single projectiie through a rified bore for each
single pull of the trigger, and shall include any
such weapon which may be readily restorad
to fire a fixed carlridge.

“(d) SHoraun.—The term 'shotgun’
means a weapon designed or redesigned,
made or rernade, and intended 10 be fired
from the shoulder and designed or rede-
signed and made or remade to use the
energy of the explosive in a fixed shotgun
shell to fire through a smooth bore aither a
number of projectiles (ball shot) or a single
projectila for each pull of the trigger, and shall
include any such weapon which may be
readily restored to fire a fixed shotgun shell.

"(e) ANY OTHER WEAPON.~The term
‘any other weapon' means any weapon of
device capable of being concealed on the
person from which a shot can be discharged
through tha energy of an explosive, a pistol or
revolver having a barrel with a smooth bore
designed or redesigned to fire a fixed shotgun
shell, weapons with combination shotgun and
rifle barrels 12 inches or mors, less than 18
inches in length, fram which only a single
discharge can be made from either barral
without manusl retoading, and shall include
any such weapon which may be readily re-
stored 1o fire. Such term shail not include a
pistol or a revolver having a rifted bore, or
rifled bores, or weapons designed, mads, of
intended to be fired from the shoulder and not
capable of firing fixed ammunition.

(1) DESTRUCTIVE DEVICE.—The term "de- |
structive device’ means{
(1) any explosive, incendiary,” or’poison ¢
a

{(A) bomb,

{B) grenade,

(C) rocket having & propellent charge 7
of more ihan four ounces,y

(D) missile having an explosive or
incendiary charge of more than one-quar-
ter ounce,

{E} mine, or

(F) similar device;

{2) any type of weapon by whataver
name known which will, or which may be
readily convertad to, expel a projectile by the
action of an explasive or other propeliant, the
barrel or barreis of which have a bore of more
than one-half inch in diameter, except a
shotgun or shotgun shall which the Secretary
or his delegate finds is generally racognized
as particularly suitable for sporting purposes;
and

(3) any combination of parts either de-
signed or intended for use in converting any
device into a destructive device as defined in
subparagraphs (1) and (2) and from which a
destructive device may be readily assembled.
The term 'destructive device' shall not in-
clude any device which is neither designed

Aob fedesigned for Use as a weapon; any

device, although originally designed for use
as a weapon, which is redesigned for use as
a signaling, pyrotechnic, line throwing, safety,
or similtar device; surplus ordnance sold,
toaned, or given by the Secretary of the Army
pursuant to the provisions of gection 4684(2),
4685, or 4686 of titie 10 of the United States
Code; or any other device which the Secre-
tary of the Treasury or his delegate finds is
not likely to be used as a weapon, or I8 an
antigue or is a rifle which the owner intends to
use solely for sporting purposas.



